

ADOPTED 2/23/16


Introduced by Council Member Dennis & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter, Hazouri, Wilson, Newby, Morgan & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-115-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING EDWARD WATERS COLLEGE ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1866 immediately following the end of the Civil War, the Brown Theological Institute, the first historically black college in the state of Florida, was founded in Live Oak by African Methodist Episcopal Church presiding elder the Reverend Charles H. Pearce to provide higher education to newly emancipated former slaves in the state; and


WHEREAS, in 1892 the school was renamed Edward Waters College in honor of the third bishop of the AME Church, and relocated to Jacksonville in 1893 where it, like so much of the city, was subsequently destroyed by the Great Fire of 1901; and


WHEREAS, land was acquired on Kings Road and the new college began reconstruction in 1904 and Centennial Hall, the oldest surviving building on the campus, was constructed in 1916 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the AME Church, where it remains the heart of the campus today; and 


WHEREAS, Edward Waters College was accredited as a four-year college by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools in 1979 and has continued to serve its mission of providing accessible higher education to deserving students, overcoming trials and tribulations along the way through the passion and dedication of its students, faculty, staff, administration and benefactors; and


WHEREAS, EWC reaches its 150th anniversary as a college on the rise, with new and renovated facilities to serve a growing student body and the surrounding community and city of which it is such a vital part; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Edward Waters College, its President and proud alumnus Nat Glover, the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff and students on reaching this outstanding milestone. EWC is one of Jacksonville’s foundational institutions, and the City extends to the college its very best wishes for another century and a half of service to its students and to the City.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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